Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Committee (CBHAC) Meeting Minutes
Friday, October 3, 2025

Attendance: Abigail Okarmus, Aimee Gelinas, Aleece Kelly, Alex Rivera, Allison Daly,
Alyeska Tilly, Andre Gibbs, Andrea Richardson, April Allison, Ari Steinberg, Avanah Burnett,
Bethany Zorba-Morris, Brenetta Henry, Briannali Rivera, Caitlyn Koripsky, Carmen Almodovar,
Carmen Hernandez, Carolyn Westerholm, Chris Calloway, Christian Rodriguez, Christina Cruz,
Connie Estanislau, Cynthia Cruz, Dami Cox, Dana Bossio, Daniela Giordano, David McSergi,
Deb Kelleher, Derrick Shelton Jr, Donald Vail, Donyale Pina, Dorothy Cimmino, Drew
Lavallee, Elisabeth Cannata, Emily Farina, Emuna Patterson, Erica Aldieri, Gabrielle Hall, Gina
Bisogno, Hanna Profeta, Iben Cenholt, Janessa Stawitz, Jason O'Connor, Jen Salls, Jennifer
Abbatemarco, Jenny Bridges, Jess Greenwood, Joe Drane, John Cotten, Jules Calabro, Karen
Delane, Karen Hurdle, Kate Bohannan, Kate Mascia, Kathy G. Carbine, Kathy H. Nguyen,
Kayla Pantoja, Keisha Martin-Velez, Kendall Fenton, Kristin Graham, Lindsay Kyle, Liz Sitler,
Lois Berkowitz, Lori Stanczyc, Lorna Thomas-Farquharson, Lyne Landry, Manisha Srivastava,
Maria Soto, Mary Hryniewicz, Maureen ONeill Davis, Michael Wynne, Mikhela Hull, Neva
Caldwell, Olivia Newman, Omar Polo, Pamela Williams, Patricia Gaylord, Paul Guerrero, Penny
Lemery, Peter Samenfink, Pinkneys, Quiana Mayo, Rebekah Behan, Renee Wright, Ronnie
Vollano, Sabra Mayo, Sandra Rivera, Sandra Williams, Sarah Gibson, Sebastian Spencer,
Shannon Ozkan, Shi-maine Holmes, Solai Demorest, Spanish interpreter-Luis, Spanish
interpreter-Pedro, Stephanie Bozak, Stephanie Joanis, Stephney Springer, Steven Rodriguez,
Tyrone Calloway, Tania Santana, Tara Zimmerman, Tarsha Calloway, Teresa, Victor Jones,
Xavier Williams, Yvette Young, Zach Nailon, Zosh Flammia, and 15 additional attendees

Welcome and Introductions
CBHAC’s mission, purpose and priority areas were reviewed
Review of 2025-2028 Priority Areas

1. System Organization, Financing and Accountability

2. Health Promotion, Prevention and Early Identification

3. Access to a Comprehensive Array of Services and Supports
CBHAC Committee Members Monthly Recap (October 2025)
Agency Updates

1. Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) —Jenn
Abbatemarco



Update on federal grant + collaboration with Department of Children and Families.
o Grant supports youth 18-25 with emerging mental health issues, employment
related supports and more
New Young Adult outpatient team in New Britain
= Serve up to 30 people

Department of Education (DOE)- Kate Bohannan

e Launches a new student support group called “Everyday Counts” aimed to
improve attendance
o Over 400 People signed up
e Statewide Dyslexia Awareness Kickoff event in Waterbury

Court Support Services Division (CSSD) — Carmen Hernandez
No updates
Department of Social Services (DSS) — Connie Estanislau

No impacts from government shutdown so far
Clarified that DPH funds some lcoations and licenses School Based Health Centers

Department of Children and Families (DCF)- Dr. Stephanie Bozak

Now hosting Intimate Partner Violence training sessions

6. Office of Early Childhood (OEC)- Lorna Thomas-Farquharson

Webinar “Walking the Walk” promoting inclusion
Upcoming conference on the 14"

Monthly Presentation- (see meeting slides)- DCF Contracted Program Oversight Review

Community Announcements

Register Now! Statewide Dyslexia Awareness Collaborative Kickoff

Next meeting : November 7™ 2025

Voting Member Meeting


https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/odrd/dyslexiaawarenesskickoffregistration2025.pdf?rev=8fd77b27aeea43b79de8404e2ca24eba&hash=DA9C0A2AF76A0810AEBC43E01E1F882D

e Reviewed plan to meet jointly with the Children’s Behavioral Health Plan
Implementation Advisory Board in November. Meeting will highlight the annual reports
and recommendations from both bodies.

e Reviewed the final CBHAC report recommendations and added several suggestions made
by collaborative chairpersons.



Acta de la reunion del Comité Asesor en Salud Conductual Infantil (CBHAC)
Viernes 3 de octubre de 2025

Asistencia: Abigail Okarmus, Aimee Gelinas, Aleece Kelly, Alex Rivera, Allison Daly, Alyeska
Tilly, Andre Gibbs, Andrea Richardson, April Allison, Ari Steinberg, Avanah Burnett, Bethany
Zorba-Morris, Brenetta Henry, Briannali Rivera, Caitlyn Koripsky, Carmen Almodovar, Carmen
Hernandez, Carolyn Westerholm, Chris Calloway, Christian Rodriguez, Christina Cruz, Connie
Estanislau, Cynthia Cruz, Dami Cox, Dana Bossio, Daniela Giordano, David McSergi, Deb
Kelleher, Derrick Shelton Jr, Donald Vail, Donyale Pina, Dorothy Cimmino, Drew Lavallee,
Elisabeth Cannata, Emily Farina, Emuna Patterson, Erica Aldieri, Gabrielle Hall, Gina Bisogno,
Hanna Profeta, Iben Cenholt, Janessa Stawitz, Jason O'Connor, Jen Salls, Jennifer Abbatemarco,
Jenny Bridges, Jess Greenwood, Joe Drane, John Cotten, Jules Calabro, Karen Delane, Karen
Hurdle, Kate Bohannan, Kate Mascia, Kathy G. Carbine, Kathy H. Nguyen, Kayla Pantoja,
Keisha Martin-Velez, Kendall Fenton, Kristin Graham, Lindsay Kyle, Liz Sitler, Lois Berkowitz,
Lori Stanczyc, Lorna Thomas-Farquharson, Lyne Landry, Manisha Srivastava, Maria Soto, Mary
Hryniewicz, Maureen ONeill Davis, Michael Wynne, Mikhela Hull, Neva Caldwell, Olivia
Newman, Omar Polo, Pamela Williams, Patricia Gaylord, Paul Guerrero, Penny Lemery, Peter
Samenfink, Pinkneys, Quiana Mayo, Rebekah Behan, Renee Wright, Ronnie Vollano, Sabra
Mayo, Sandra Rivera, Sandra Williams, Sarah Gibson, Sebastian Spencer, Shannon Ozkan, Shi-
maine Holmes, Solai Demorest, Spanish interpreter-Luis, Spanish interpreter-Pedro, Stephanie
Bozak, Stephanie Joanis, Stephney Springer, Steven Rodriguez, Tyrone Calloway, Tania
Santana, Tara Zimmerman, Tarsha Calloway, Teresa, Victor Jones, Xavier Williams, Yvette
Young, Zach Nailon, Zosh Flammia, and 15 additional attendees

Bienvenida y presentaciones

Se revisaron la mision, el proposito y las areas de prioridad del Comité Asesor en Salud
Conductual Infantil (CBHAC).

Revision de las areas prioritarias de 2025-2028

1. Organizacidn del sistema, financiamiento y responsabilidad

2. Promocion de la salud, prevencion e identificacion temprana

3. Acceso a un conjunto integral de servicios y apoyos
Resumen mensual de los miembros del Comité CBHAC (octubre de 2025)
Actualizaciones de las agencias

1. Departamento de Servicios para la Salud Mental y la Adiccion (DMHAS) - Jenn
Abbatemarco



e Actualizacion sobre la subvencion federal + colaboracion con el Departamento de Nifios
y Familias.
o La subvencion apoya a jovenes de entre 18 y 25 afios con problemas emergentes
de salud mental, apoyo relacionado con el empleo y mas.
e Nuevo equipo de atencién ambulatoria para adultos jovenes en New Britain
= Presta servicio hasta a 30 personas.

2. Departamento de Educacion (DOE) - Kate Bohannan

e Lanza un nuevo grupo de apoyo estudiantil llamado “Everyday Counts” (Cada dia
cuenta) con el objetivo de mejorar la asistencia.
o Se inscribieron mas de 400 personas.
e Evento estatal de lanzamiento de la campana de concienciacion sobre la dislexia
en Waterbury

3. Division de Servicios de Apoyo en Tribunales (CSSD) - Carmen Hernandez
e Sin actualizaciones
4. Departamento de Servicios Sociales (DSS) - Connie Estanislau

e Hasta ahora no se han registrado repercusiones por el cierre del gobierno.
e Seaclaré que el DPH financia determinados lugares y otorga licencias a los centros de
salud escolares.

5. Departamento de Nifios y Familias (DCF) — Dra. Stephanie Bozak

Ahora ofrecemos sesiones de capacitacion en violencia de pareja.
6. Oficina de la Primera Infancia (OEC)- Lorna Thomas-Farquharson

e Seminario web “Walking the Walk” para promover la inclusion.
e Proxima conferencia el 14.

Presentacion mensual (consultar las diapositivas de la reunion) Revision de la supervision
del programa contratado por el DCF

Anuncios a la comunidad

e ilnscribase ahora! Lanzamiento de la iniciativa estatal de concienciacion sobre la
dislexia

Proxima reunion: 7 de noviembre de 2025


https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/odrd/dyslexiaawarenesskickoffregistration2025.pdf?rev=8fd77b27aeea43b79de8404e2ca24eba&hash=DA9C0A2AF76A0810AEBC43E01E1F882D
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/odrd/dyslexiaawarenesskickoffregistration2025.pdf?rev=8fd77b27aeea43b79de8404e2ca24eba&hash=DA9C0A2AF76A0810AEBC43E01E1F882D

Reunion de miembros con derecho a voto

e Sereviso el plan para reunirse con el Concejo asesor para la implementacion del Plan de
salud conductual infantil en noviembre. La reunion se centrara en los informes anuales y
las recomendaciones de ambos organismos.

e Se revisaron las recomendaciones del informe final del CBHAC y se incorporaron varias
sugerencias realizadas por los presidentes de los grupos de colaboracion.
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